-ll                CHAITANYA AND HIS COMPANIONS.

antagonist throw himself at his feet and regarded
him rather as a God than as a man. His
passionate panegyric of Chaitanya still vibrates
with all the warmth ofe true poetry in his
celebrated Sanskrit hymn's.1 The . veteran
scholar's vehement admiration for Chaitanya
also found expression in his exclamation quoted
in the Chaitanya Charitamrta (Madhya Ivhanda.).
"Even if my sons die or a thunder holt falls

on my head

I can bear it, but I cannot bear parting with

Chaitanya. "a

Prakacananda, the leader of the learned
Sannyasis of JBenares, found himself in a like
manner unable to meet the scholarly arguments
of Chaitanya; but when the latter revealed
himself as a Lover of God, the great ascetic of
Benares discovered in him tar higher qualifies
than those of a mere scholar, and accepted him
as his saviour and god.:i Bharati Gosain of
Chandlpur was the foremost scholar of the
Deccan at the time. Govinda Das, one of the
biographers of Chaitanya, gives a detailed
account of how this scholar was made to acknow-

1 Sec his hymns to Cliaiiauya  quoted  by  Krana    Dasa     Kaviraja
in the Chaitanya Clutritamrta.
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See Chaitanya Charitamrta.